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PLAIN FACTS. 



We read in the New Testament, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ when He was on earth, after He 
had preached His gospel for some time, and 
many believed on Him, and many " forsook all 
and followed Him,"* that " He called unto Him 
His disciples: and of them He chose twelve, 
whom also He named apostles: Simon, whom 
He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 
Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphceus, 
and Simon called Zelotes, and Judas the brother 
of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the 
traitor." t " These twelve Jesus sent forth, and 
commanded them to preach, saying, the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand."J 

• Luke V. 1 1. t Luke vi. 13. | Matt. x. 5-7. 
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Judas Iscariot, whom our Lord always knew to 
be a traitor, but who was selected to fulfil the 
oracles of God, Judas Iscariot died miserably 
before his Master; the other eleven had their 
office more solemnly confirmed by our Lord after 
His resurrection. * 

When our Lord had ascended into Heaven, 
the first act of the eleven was to appoint another 
apostle instead of Judas; this they did with 
serious deliberation and prayer to the Lord to 
direct their choice, t and Matthias was numbered 
with the eleven apostles. Shortly after this, they 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

For some time they remained in Jerusalem 
preaching the Gospel, and baptizing the converts, 
but after a time many of the apostles travelled 
into different countries to preach the Gospel to 
the Jews in different parts, and they appointed 
James to remain at Jerusalem, to take the spiri- 
tual charge of the Christians there. 

Before this time, Saul, afterwards called Paul, 
had been miraculously converted to the Christian 
faith, and appointed by our Lord from heaven, to 

* Matt, xxviii. 16—19, 20. * Acts i 
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be the Apostle of the Gentiles.* Paul and Bai*- 
nabas were specially directed by the Holy Ghost 
to travel and preach amongst the Gentiles, t 
During their journey, disputes arose whether it 
was necessary for the Gentile converts to Chris- 
tianity to be circumcised according to the Jewish 
law, J and to decide this question, a council of 
the apostles was held at Jerusalem. At this 
council, James presided; and when Peter and 
Paul had both expressed their opinions, James 
decided that circumcision was not necessary. 
After this council, Paul again set out to preach 
to the Gentiles; and having travelled and preached 
in many countries, he was about the year of our 
Lord 56, sent as a prisoner to Eome,§ where " he 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired house," 
guarded by soldiers, but " receiving all that came 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbid- 
ding him/' II 

As the sacred narrative of the Acts of the 

* Acts ix. f Acts xiii. t Acts xv. 

g Acts XXV. 27. II Acts xxviiL 16—30, 31. 
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Apostles ends at this point, we have no very cer- 
tain account of the actions of the apostles after- 
wards. It is generally supposed that Peter arrived 
in Rome about the year 67 or 68, while Paul was 
still there, and assisted him in establishing the 
infant Church of Home ; and, according to their 
usual custom, before the apostles left the city, 
they appointed a head or Bishop to take charge 
of the Church, and Linus was by them appointed 
the first Bishop of Eome about the year 68. Thus 
in the entire history of the apostles we nowhere 
read that Peter had any pre-eminence or supre- 
macy over the other apostles. At the council of 
Jerusalem James presided ; the Gospel was pro- 
bably first made known in the Imperial City by 
the means of some strangers of Bome who were at 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost,* but Paul is 
considered to have first gathered the Christians 
there into a settled Church, and Linus was the 
first Bishop of Bome. 

For many years the Bishops of Eome were 
purely and solely spiritual Bishops, without any 
pretensions to temporal power; and when the 

* Acts iL 10. 



Emperor Constantine became a Christian, he 
seems at once to have taken his place as earthly 
Head of the Christian Church. 

The Eastern and Western Christian Churches 
differed in their time and manner of keeping 
Easter,^ and about the middle of the second cen. 
tury, during the reign of the Emperor Antoninus 
Pius, the venerable Polycarp Bishop of Smyrna, 
came to the Imperial City to confer with Anicetus, 
Bishop of Rome, upon this matter, with a view to 
terminate the disputes it had occasioned. But this 
conference, though conducted with great decency 
and moderation, was without effect. Polycarp 
and Anicetus were only agreed in this, that the 
bonds of charity were not to be broken on ac' 
count of this controversy ; but they continued at 
the same time, each in their former sentiments — 
nor could the Asiatics be engaged by any argu- 
ments to alter their custom. At that time the 
Bishop of Bome did not even pretend to exer- 
cise any authority over the Christian ministers 
in other countries, but was contented to argue 

* Mosheim'B Ecclesiastical History, vol. 1. cent. 2, part 2, 
chap. 4. 
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the disputed subject on a footing of equality with 
other Bishops. 

Towards the close of the second century Victor, 
Bishop of Borne, attempted by his laws and de- 
crees to force the Asiatic Christians to follow the 
rule observed by the Western Churches in this 
matter; and he wrote an imperious letter to the 
Asiatic prelates, commanding them to imitate the 
example of the Western Christians, with respect 
to the time of celebrating the festival of Easter. 
The Asiatics answered this lordly summons by 
the pen of Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus, who 
declared in their name that they would by no 
means depart in this matter from the custom 
handed down to them by their ancestors. Victor, 
exasperated by this resolute answer, broke com- 
munion with the Asiatic Bishops, pronounced 
them unworthy of the name of his brethren, and 
excluded them from all fellowship with the Church 
of Rome. This excommunication indeed could not 
cut ofiP the Asiatic Bishops from communion with 
the other Churches, whose Bishops were far from 
approving the conduct of Victor. The progress 
of this violent dissension was stopped by the wise 
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and moderate remonstrances which Ireneeus, Bi- 
shop of Lyons, addressed to the Boman prelate 
upon this occasion, in which he showed him the 
imprudence and injustice of the step he had taken. 
The Asiatic Christians wrote a long letter in their 
own justification, and after that the Churches 
continued each to follow their own customs until 
the fourth century, when the Emperor Constan- 
tine assembled the first General Council at Nice 
in Bithynia, a.d. 325. This celebrated council 
undertook to settle many disputed questions in 
Ecclesiastical affairs, and amongst others the 
controversy concerning the proper time of keep- 
ing Easter;* the decision was in favor of the 
custom of the Western Churches, that Easter 
should be observed on the Sunday following the 
first fall moon after the spring equinox, and all the 
Churches were desired to observe this rule. The 
obedience produced was probably more due to 
civil than ecclesiastical authority, as most of the 
Churches were then in the dominions of the Em- 
peror Constantinci the head of the council ; and, 

* MoBheim, vol. 1, cent 4, part 2, chap. 5. 
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certainly, no particular regard seems to have been 
paid to the Bishop of Borne in this matter. 

This Council of Nice also settled the jurisdic- 
tion of the Bishops, defining and determining the 
limits of their authority, that the Bishops or 
Patriarchs, to wit, of Bome, Alexandria, Antioch^ 
and Jerusalem, should be honored according to 
the ancient customs ; that he of Alexandria should 
be over the provinces of Egypt, Libya, and Pen- 
tapolis; he of Antiocb over Syria, Ccslosyria, 
Messopotamia, and Cilicia ; he of Jerusalem over 
the provinces of Palestine, Arabia, and PhcBnice ; 
and he of Bome over the Western provinces. 
*Whenoe we may observe, that the Bishop of 
Rome had no other authority over the Churches 
near him than the Bishops of Alexandria, An- 
tioch, and Jerusalem had over those near them ; 
aud that in the judgment of this renowned council 
the Bishop of Bome was not an universal bishop, 
nor head over the whole Church, there being 
other Bishops that have as much to do in one 
part as he in another — and that what authority 
he had, was not of Divine right, but only of cus- 

* Bishop Beveridge on the 39 Articles — 37th Article. 
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torn, as the words of the canons expressly declare. 
The next general council which was held at Con- 
stantinople, A.D. 381, determined^ that no Bishop 
should exercise any authority out of his own pro- 
vince or diocese, and that the Bishop of Con- 
stantinople should have the privilege of honor, 
next after the Bishop of Eome, because it is now 
new Borne, which shows that the Bishop of fiome 
was advanced in rank, only because Borne was the 
residence of the Emperor, and that the honor still 
followed the Emperor: for when he established 
a residence at Byzantium, a city of no great note 
before, nor mentioned in the Nicene council, as 
having any patriarch belonging to it, yet when 
the Emperor established a residence there, and 
called the city Constantinople, not only was a 
patriarch ordained of the place, but he was pre- 
ferred before Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem, 
and placed next to Bome, who was continued 
first, because the emperor s seat was still there. 
This order of Bishops was confirmed by the fourth 
General Council of Chalcedon, a.d. 451, and 
again by the sixth General Council, held at 
Constantinople, a/d. 680, both councils deter- 
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mining that the Bishoprics of Rome and of Con- 
stantinople should be equal in privileges, and that 
they should be honored because they were the 
seats of the empire and the senate. In all these 
decrees there is no mention of the Bishop of 
Rome being the successor of St. Peter more than 
any other Bishop ; and Rome is expressly stated 
to be honored because the Emperor dwelt there, 
and not because Peter dwelt there. 

*About the year of our Lord 587, Johannes 
Nestenta being then patriarch of Constantinople 
in a synod gathered in that place, he endeavoured 
to get the name of an universal or oecumenical 
Bishop or Patriarch, for which Pelagius the 2nd, 
then Bishop of Rome, severely rebuked him; and 
Gregory the Great, Pelagius* successor, most vehe- 
mently inveighed against it, saying, " I confidently 
aflSrm, that whosoever calls himself, or desires to 
be called an universal priest or bishop, is in his 
pride the forerunner of Anti-Christ, because he 
proudly prefers himself before others;" and 
Gregory adds, that none of his predecessors in 
the Bishopric of Rome would assume to them- 

* Bishop Beveridge on the 37th Article* 
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selves such a name, nor accept it from others. 
But though they that went before Gregory in 
the bishopric had refused the title of universal 
bishop, and himself had said so much against it, 
yet they that came after him both sought for 
it, and at length attained to it For afl;er Gregory 
and his immediate successor, Sabinian, were dead, 
Boniface the 3rd, the next successor, obtained of 
the tyrant Phocas (the murderer and successor 
of the Emperor Mauritius) that the Church of 
Eome should be called the head of all Churches, 
and so the Bishop of that place, an universal or 
oecumenical Bishop. And ever since that time 
hath the Church of Bome pretended to an uni- 
versal authority over all the Churches in the 
world, her bishop looking upon himself as an 
universal bishop : but the Bishop of Constanti- 
nople still opposed it, and the contention about 
the pre-eminence was not decided ; till at length 
they agreed among themselves that the Bishop 
of Constantinople should be called an universal 
Patriarch, and the Bishop of Rome an universal 
Pope. From whence it came to pass that the 
title Pope or Papa, which before was common 
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to all bishops, presbyters, and clergymen whatso- 
ever, hath since been appropriated to the Bishop 
of Eome. 

Here, then, we see the origin of the mysterious 
title — ^Pope : the word itself is simply the trans- 
lation of the Italian word Papa, the fond term for 
father; it was not assumed or known as a dis- 
tinct title for above 600 years after the birth of 
our Lord. 

As the Boman empire decUned, the power of 
the Pope gradually increased, as had been fore- 
told by St. Paul.* " Now we beseech you, bre- 
thren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and by our gathering together unto him, that 
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
Let no man deceive you by any means : for that 
day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition: Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 

* 2 Thessalonians ii. 
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temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 
Eememher ye not, that, when I was yet with you, 
I told you these things ? And now ye know 
what withholdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth al- 
ready work: only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way. And then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 
Even him, whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying won- 
ders. And with all deceivableness qf unrighteous- 
ness in them that perish ; because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
That they all might be damned who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
In this passage St. Paul refers to the prophecies 
of Daniel, vii. 8 — 25, and xi. 36 — 37; the man 
of sin representing the same power or series of 
men, described by Daniel as the little horn, and 
spoken of by the ancient Fathers, and by the 
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early Eeformers as Anti-Ohrist. That this power 
is the Pope, that is, the series of Popes, was 
asserted by the Waldenses and Albigenses ; in 
England it was maintained by WicklifP, and 
learnedly established by that great and able 
champion of the Reformation, Bishop Jewel, in 
his Apology and Defence, and more largely in 
his Exposition upon the two Epistles of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians. The description of this 
idolatrous and assuming power is more fully 
given in the 13 th and following chapters of the 
book of Revelation. 

At the time St. Paul wrote, the revealing of the 
man of sin, or Anti- Christ, was withheld by the 
power of the Roman empire ; and, therefore, 
the primitive Christians in the public offices of 
the Church prayed for the peace and welfare of 
the empire, as knowing that when it should be 
dissolved and broken to pieces, the empire of the 
" man of sin" would be raised on its ruins. How 
this revolution was effected we learn from history. 
As the Emperor of Rome, or " he who letteth" 
was " taken out of the way," the Bishop of Rome 
was advanced in his stead. In the same proper- 
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tion as the power of the empire decreased^ the 
authority of the Eoman Church increased, the 
latter at the expense and ruin of the former ; till 
at length the Pope grew up above all, and " the 
wicked one * was fully manifested and "revealed/** 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst He dwelt on 
earth as Man, set an example of obedience to 
the laws and the constituted authorities of the 
country in which He resided; though He was 
Lord of ally and the Great High Priest, yet He 
submitted to the civil authority and paid tribute.f 
The apostles followed the example of their Divine 
Master, and both practised and inculcated obe- 
dience to the civil governors, unless their com- 
mands were against the law of God. '' Put them 
in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, 
to obey magistrates/'J " Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake ; 
whether it be to the king as supreme, or unto go- 
vernors, as unto them that are sent by him. 

* Bishop Newton on the Prophecies, 
f Matt xvii 24, and following verses. 
X Titus, ill. 1. 
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Honour the king."* The learned Mosheim tells 
us that in the fourth century of Christianity "the 

Bishops of Borne had not acquired that pre-emi- 
nence of power and jurisdiction in the Church 
which they afterwards enjoyed. In the ecclesias- 
tical commonwealth they were indeed the most 
eminent order of citizens; but sdll they were 
citizens as well as their brethren^ and subject like 
them to the edicts and laws of the Emperors. 
All religious causes of extraordinary importance 
were examined and determined, either by judges 
appointed by the Emperor, or in councils as- 
sembled for that purpose, while those of inferior 
moment were decided in each district by its re- 
spective bishop. The ecclesiastical laws were 
enacted, either by the Emperor or by councils. 
None of the bishops acknowledged that they de- 
rived their authority from the permission and 
appointment of the Bishop of Eome, or that they 
were created bishops by the favour of the apos- 
tolic see. On the contrary, they all maintained 
that they were the ambassadors and ministers of 

* 1 Peter ii. 13th, 14th, and 17th verses. 
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Jesus Christ, and their authority was derived from 
above."* 

Again, Mosheim tells us in the history of the 
fifth century of Christianity that "The declining 
power and the supine indolence of the Emperors 
left the authority of the bishop who presided in 
their imperial city, Bome, almost without control. 
The incursions, moreover, and triumphs of the 
barbarians were so far from being prejudicial to 
his rising dominion, that they rather contributed 
to its advancement. For the kings who pene- 
trated into the empire were only solicitous about 
the methods of giving a sufficient degree of sta- 
bility to their respective governments. And when 
they perceived the subjection of the multitude to 
the bishops, and the dependance of the bishops 
upon the Eoman Pontiff, they immediately re- 
solved to reconcile this ghostly ruler to their 
interests, by loading him with benefits and honors 
of various kinds.'** 

Towards the end of the fifth century the Bomaix 
empire was finally destroyed ; the city of Borne 

* Mosheim, vol. 1, cent 4, part 2. 
■f Mosheim, vol. 2, cent. 5, part 2. 
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was taken by the Heruli, and Italy was entirely 
over-run by the Goths and other barbarians. 
From that time the power and the pretensions 
of the Boman Pontiff increased. The empire 
that had withheld was taken out of the way, and 
that Wicked was revealed.* 

Learning and civilization had fallen with the 
Eoman empire; ignorance and savage ferocity 
reigned with the barbarians ; the little knowledge 
that remained was confined to the ecclesiastics, 
and the crafty and ambitious Pontiffs continued 
to prevail more and more over the rude temporal 
princes. 

" The barbarous nations who received the Gos- 
pel looked upon the Bishop of Bome as the 
successor of their chief Druid, and as this tre- 
mendous druid had enjoyed, under the darkness 
of paganism, a boundless authority, and had been 
treated with a degree of veneration that through 
its servile excess degenerated into terror ; so the 
barbarous nations upon their conversion to Chris- 
tianity, thought proper to confer upon the chief 
of th^ Bishops the same honors and the same 

* 2 Thess. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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authority that had formerly been vested in their 
arch-druid, and the Boman Pontiff received with 
delight these august privileges."* 

In the eighth century the Kings of France, 
sunk in sloth, had allowed their authority to 
devolve upon their mayor of the palace. Pepin, 
who held that oflBce to the King Childeric 3rd, 
not satisfied with the real power he possessed, as- 
pired to the throne of his sovereign, and sent 
ambassadors to the Pope Zachary to ask for his 
sanction. Zachary, who desired the assistance 
of the powerful Pepin against the Greeks and 
Lombards, pronounced his pretensions lawful; 
Childeric was deposed, and Pepin became King 
of France. The decision of Zachary was con- 
firmed by his successor, Stephen the 2nd, who 
undertook a journey into France to soUcit aid 
against the Lombards, and at the same time he 
dissolved the oath of allegiance which Pepin had 
taken to Childeric, and solemnly anointed and 
crowned Pepin, with his wife and two sons. In 
return, Pepin crossed the Alps with a numerous 
army, a. d. 764, defeated the Lombard Prince 

* Mosheim, eighth century. 
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Aistulphus, and compelled him to surrender tihe 
Exarchate of Eavenna, Pentapolis^ and other ter- 
ritories, which Pepin granted to the Boman 
Pontiff and his successors. This grant was con- 
firmed hy Pepin's son, Charlemagne, when he 
finally destroyed the kingdom of the Lombards, 
A.D. 774. Thus the Pope became a temporal 
prince, as well as a spiritual ruler; and in the 
year 800, Pope Leo 3rd conferred the title of 
Emperor of the West on Charlemagne. 

In the decline and fall of the Boman empire, 
the dominions that had belonged to Bome became 
divided into ten kingdoms, represented by the 
prophet Daniel as the ten horns on the fourth 
great beast or empire, ''And there came up 
among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots/'* 

We have seen how the little horn, the power of 
the Pope, grew up amongst the barbarous tribes 
after the fall of the Boman empire. 

The dominions granted by Pepin, and by 
Charlemagne, to the Pope, were taken from three 

* Daniel vii. 7, 8, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26. 
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of the ten kingdoms— from the Heruli, from the 
Ostrogoths, and from the Lombtods^ whose king- 
doms had been successively overthrown. 

Of the little horn, or last king, Danid says : 
'' He shall speak great words against the most 
High, and shall wear out the Saints of the most 
High, and think to change times and laws : and 
they shall be giveti into his hand until a time, 
and times, and the dividing of time." 

The blasphemous edicts of the Popes are re- 
corded in history, as well as their cruel persecu- 
tions against true Christians who refused to obey 
their impious lawd* 

Having shown that the Sovereignty of the Pope 
was not established till neariy 800 years after the 
birth of our Lord, we will now briefly notice the 
date of some of the chief corruptions in the Boman 
religion. 

The doctrine of transubstantiation was first 
introduced in the 4th century, after the establish- 
ment of Christianity, but was not finally estab- 
lished till the 18th century, by Pope Innocent 8rd. 

The worship of the Virgin Mary did not begin 
till the end of the 4th century of Christianity. 
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In the 4th century also, the use of incense and 
of the censer, the invoking Saints, the use of 
images, and the worship of the cross, were in- 
troduced. 

The doctrine formerly held by some heathens 
of the purification of departed souls by a certain 
kind of fire, was first adopted into the Christian 
Church in the 5th century : the doctrine of pur- 
gatory was first pubUcly recognized by Pope 
Gregory in the 6th century, and was not formally 
established as an article of faith in the Boman 
religion till A. B. 1439. 

The ceremony of kissing the Pope's toe was 
introduced in the 8th century. 

We first hear of images being used in the 4th 
century, but their worship was not authorized till 
A. D. 787, by the 2nd Council of Nice. 

In the 8th century we first hear of Churches 
built in honor of the Saints, and of masses said 
for the dead. 

The superstitious festival of the Assumption of 
the Virgin Mary was instituted in the 9th century, 
and about the same time, the Legends or Lives of 
the Saints, were begun to be composed. 
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The baptism of bells, the festival in remem- 
brance of departed souls, and the use of the 
rosary, were instituted in the 10th century. 

Cardinals were first appointed in the 11th 
century, and then the papal territories were con- 
siderably enlarged, by the will of Mathilda, Du- 
chess of Tuscany, who gave all her possessions to 
Pope Gregory the 7th, and his Successors* 

In the 12th century Pope Paschal 2nd forbade 
the Sacramental cup ; and the sale of indulgences 
was begun, but was carried to a greater extent in 
the 16th century, by Pope Leo the 10th. 

The Inquisition, that cruel and withering tri- 
bunal, was first established in the 13th century, 
by Pope Innocent the 8rd, and immediately began 
its tyranny against the Waldenses and Vandois ; 
it has continued even to the present time, to be 
the chief instrument of the Popes ^^in wearing 
out the Saints of the Most High," * for St. John 
says of the Beast, " It was given unto him to 
make war with the Saints^ and to overcome 
them." t 

* Daniel vii. 25. f Revelation xiii. 7. 
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In the Idth century the Adoration of the Host 
was introduced by Pope Honorius the Srd. 

All the many corruptions adopted into the 
Boman religion^ were either introduced by the 
Popes, or sanctioned and established by them ; 
the Pope thus assuming to " change times and 
laws." * 

St. John after describing the rise and power 
of the great Boman beast, says: ^'And I beheld 
another beast coming up out of the earth, and he 
had two horns like a lamb^ and he spake as a 

dragon."t 

This is generally thought to represent the Cor- 
rupted clergy, the orders of monks and firiars. 
These began to be formed in the 4th century, 
they pretended to derive their authority from ihlb 
Lamb of God, but they spoke and acted like th6 
children of the Dragon. 

The Benedictine order was founded in the 6th 
century. 

The Oistercian and Oarthusian orders were es- 
tablished in the 11th century. 

* Daniel viL 26. f Revelation xiii. 11. 
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The Dominicans, Franciscans, and Hermits of 
St. Augustin, were founded in the 13th century. 

The Jesuits, the most crafty and active emissa- 
ries of the Pope, were established in the 16th 
century; their order was founded by IgnatioB 
liOyola, A. D. 1540. 

These different orders ** caused the earth, and 
them which dwell therein, to worship the first 
beast," '' and deceiveth them that dwell on the 
earth by the means of miracles," * not the miracles 
of Gk)d, but " lying wonders," many of the monk- 
ish miracles being mere deceits, and others per- 
formed by the arts of chemistry and optics, then 
wholly unknown to the laity ; changes and ap- 
pearances which we now commonly see, and which 
modem discoveries have shown to be produced by 
the regular and heavenly-ordained laws of nature, 
being in the dark ages, ascribed to supernatural 
power. 

But the supremacy of the Popes, though main- 
tained by themselves and their adherents, was 
never universally acknowledged; even in the 
darkest times " the living God left not himself 

* Reyelation xiii 12—4. 
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without witness." There were always some true 
Christians who protested against the corruptions 
and idolatries of Bome^ some who '' had not wor- 
shipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in theit 
hands."* The kings of the earth also, from time 
to. time, resisted the Pope's power ; amongst these 
in England were William the 1st, Henry the 2nd, 
Edward the drd, and even the cowardly King 
John, till Henry the 8th publickly threw off the 
Pope s trammels, and though they were imposed 
again for a short time in the reign of Mary, they 
were cast away by our glorious Queen Elizabeth ; 
we trust never to be renewed in this land. 

But there is a special argument which has been 
advanced in behalf of the Pope s spiritual supre- 
macy in England. The conversion of the Saxons 
in this country, it is urged, was due to the labors 
of a Boman missionary, and the English must 
therefore owe spiritual allegiance to the see from 
which the light of the Gospel was spread over 
their nation. But this by no means follows. 
We may indeed remember with thankfulness 

* Bevelation zx. 4. 



29 



fonner exertions, and honor in Augustine the 

teacher of our Saxon forefathers; but we have 

yet to be shown how such exertions can give a 

title to spiritual supremacy, or why, in return for 

the benefits received from one Bishop of Bome, 

we should bow beneath the yoke of his successors ; 

why, because Bomans preached the faith of the 

Gospel here in the 6th century, we should 

submit to Bome with its manifold and grievous 

corruptions in the 19th century. It does indeed 

appear that at first the Apostles exercised control 

over the churches which they had founded. 

St. Paul speaks of his " measure,"* that is, of 

the district of which he had charge ; and in his 

Epistles he rebukes with authority the offences 

of which his converts had been guilty. But 

this general authority expired with the Apostles 

themselves, as it seems to have belonged to them, 

not merely as founders of churches, but in virtue 

of their Apostolical office ; for we find St. Paul 

writing an Apostolical letter to the Ohurch of 

Colosse, although we have no evidence that he 

was the founder of that church ; and also 

2 Corintliians x. 13. 
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writing an Epistle to the Bomans, before he 
had visited their city. 

Those who would maintain the perpetual supre- 
macy of one church or see, over the other 
churches in the foundation of which it had been 
instrumental, are bound to show that all the 
churches planted by St. Paul were after his 
death still united under one supreme jurisdiction. 
This however is very far from being the ease. 
In the ages succeeding that of the Apostles we 
have the constitution of the church clearly repre- 
sented to us ; and we find a remarkable connec- 
tion between the ecclesiastical and civil division 
of the Boman Empire. This Empire, under 
whose sway nearly all the civilized world was 
united at the time of the propagation of Christi- 
anity, was, for the sake of civil administration, 
parcelled out into several provinces, each of 
which was entrusted to the care of a separate 
governor; and in the early ages succeeding that 
of the Apostles we find Christendom divided into 
ecclesiastical provinces, which in general coin- 
cided with the civil provinces of the Boman 
Empire. In the several cities of each province. 
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we find bishops placed : the Bishop of Antiooh 
being the Metropolitan Bishop of Syria^ the 
Bishop of Ephesus of Asia Minor^ and so of 
the re^t. These Metropolitans appear to have 
been entirely independent of each other, and to 
have been subject to no higher Episcopal juris- 
diction. None of them had any authority over 
the rest; and the Bishop of Bome^ \vho was 
metropolitan of his own province, while as Bishop 
of the capital city of the Empire he had a 
precedence of rank, yet had no control or juris- 
diction of any kind over his brother metropoli- 
tans. 

Such was the constitution of the Church, as 
we find it represented in the early Christian 
writers, and there is reason to believe that it was 
so estabUshed by the Apostles themselves ; there 
is no hint of its having been introduced at any 
subsequent period ; and in the decrees of the 
first Council of Nice, a. d. 325, this constitution 
is expressly mentioned as being of ancient date. 
Indeed the New Testament furnishes us with 
strong evidence that the Apostles themselves 
were really the authors of this arrangement. 
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St. Paul's Epistles appear to have been addressed 
to some whole province. The Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians is expressly inscribed to "the 
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the 
saints which are in all Achaia." As this Epistle 
relates to several matters of which St. Paul had 
treated in his first Epistle, that must also have 
been addressed to the whole province of Achaia. 
Again St. Paul writes to the churches of Galatia, 
that is, to all the churches of the province, and 
in other parts, he speaks of the churches of Asia, 
that is, Asia Minor, and of the churches of 
Macedonia. 

We find then that St. Paul, during the course 
of his missionary labors, planted the Church of 
Christ in several provinces of the Boman Empire ; 
that he ordained bishops in the various cities, 
and appointed a Metropolitan to each province ; 
and that over all these churches he himself 
exercised during his lifetime an authority in 
virtue of his apostleship; that this authority 
expired with himself; and that after his death 
the churches of the several provinces were en- 
tirely independent. The Apostolical authority 
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of St. Paul could be no warrant for Gregory's 
assuming an authority in our country, in virtue 
of his having sent Augustine to preach here; 
and even if it could, the fact that St. Pauls 
authority expired with himself would be decisive 
against the claims of Gregory's successors in the 
see of Borne to rule and appoint bishops for 
England. If the churches in the various pro- 
vinces of the Boman Empire were i&de^ndent 
of each other, much more ought the church in 
each country of modem Europe to be indepeu' 
dent of the rest ; and the claim of the Pope 
to interfere with the government of the Church 
in our kingdom is unwarranted by Scripture and 
contrary to the analogy of the early ages of 
Christendom. 

Against such pretensions there is a great prin- 
ciple, which we clearly and fully uphold ; a prin- 
ciple for the truth of which we may appeal alike 
to the light of reason, and the revealed word of 
God ; a principle which alone can reconcile the 
conflicting claims of temporal and spiritual power, 
and this is the nationality of each branch of the 
catholic or universal church; the principle that 

D 
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to each separate state is entrusted by God the fall 
and entire management of the affairs of the 
Church among its own people. 

Wherever there is a Church planted, there the 
church is in the commonwealth, not the common- 
wealth in the Church. 

The elder form of the Church before the coming 
of our Lord, was indeed confined to a single na- 
tion ; but even there, both the appointment, and 
the ordering of the officers of the Church, was in 
the hands of the temporal governor of the com- 
monwealth. Thus was Abiathar thrust out of 
the priesthood by King Solomon, and Zadok put 
in his room;* thus King Jehoash ordered the 
priests to repair the breaches of the Lord's house, 
and reproved them for neglecting his order ;t thus 
King Josiah ^'commanded Hilkah, the high 
priest, and the priests of the second order, and 
the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the 
Temple of the Lord, all the vessels that were 
made for Baal." J Thus David called for Zadok 
and Abiather, the priests, and ordered them to 

* 1 Kings u. 27, 35. t 2 Kings xii. 5, 7. :t 2 Kings zxiii 4. 
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sanctify themselves, and to bring up the Ark ; * thus 
" he gathered together all the princes of Israel with 
the priests and the Levites ;" t and before his death 
gave Solomon " the pattern for the courses of the 
priests and levites, and for all the work of the 
service of the house of the Lord ; "J and accord- 
ingly Solomon appointed, according to the order 
of David, " his father, the courses of the priests 
to their service, and the Levites to their charges, 
to praise and minister before the priests," || " and 
they departed not from the commandment of the 
king unto the priests and Levites concerning any 
matter, or concerning the treasures." § Hezekiah 
charged the priests and Levites in like manner.lf 
Such was the arrangement of the Jewish Church, 
which, as all its rites and ceremonies foreshadowed 
the coming dispensation, so itself served in many 
respects as a model for the Church of the Gospel. 
It is, indeed, not to be imagined that the true 
state of any people should be that in which the 
direction of its religion, and the appointment of 

* 1 Chronicles xv. 11. f 1 Chronicles xxiii. 2. 

i 1 Chronicles xxviii. 13, 21. || 2 Chronicles viii. 14. 
g 2 Chronicles viii. 15. If 2 Chronicles xxix. 4. 
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tlio ministers of tliat religion were in the hands 
of n foreign prince. It could not be a tnie state 
for under the circumstances in which we by the 
wisdom of Ood are placed, such a state must 
ntMxIs bo utterly inconsistent with a people's wel- 
ran\ and this experience has fully proved; for, 
indiHul, nations are no arbitrary fabrics of man s 
work. Nationality is but the necessary form of 
human existence, the Divine condition under 
whic^h wo dwell on the face of the earth. By 
" the families of the sons of Noah after their 
gonorations" "were the nations divided in the 
tho onrth after the flood."* As family society 
had boon given to man in the time of Adam, 
NO was national society to be the lot of the sons 
of Noah : and both the family and the nation 
wore the ordinance of Ood. It was reserved for 
Jlomanism to marshal its forces against these 
ordinances ** to wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws :"t 
and as it had attacked nationality by its claim of 
universal sway, so to forbid family society to its 
clergy, and to pollute that of the laity with tho 
prying of its confessional. 

* Genesis x. 32. f Daniel vii. 25. 



37 



Thanks be to God, in England we can without 
mutual misgiving or dread, join in the closeness 
of family worship — ^in England we can oflfer our 
national prayers and thanksgivings by means of 
the ministry of a clergy who profess no earthly 
allegiance to any but the lawful Sovereign of 
their land ; and, by God's blessing, may we long 
so remain; — ^if rightly valuing our advantages, 
we will firmly resolve to defend both our Church 
and State against the encroachments of foreign 
ambition, and the assaults of coldness and un- 
belief: if not content to "have a name that we 
live," "we will be watchful and strengthen the 
things that remain," "will remember how we 
have received, and heard, will hold fast, and 
repent." 

The Pope s pretensions, then, are condemned 
alike by history, by reason, and by the Revela- 
tion of God ; and we constantly affirm, that the 
Bishop of Bome hath no jurisdiction in this 
realm of England. Let those who desire his 
jurisdiction leave this land, and dwell where he is 
head. 

With a Queen on the throne of England the 
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yoke of the Pope was finally oast from us. We 
have again a Queen — ^Protestant in heart, and 
strong, through the blessing of God, in the 
loyalty of a Christian nation. May our Queen, 
relying on the great body of her people, and still 
more on God's blessing on a just and righteous 
cause, defend us from having this yoke again im- 
posed on us or on any in this land. May our 
Queen defend England's best and dearest privi- 
lege — the light and liberty of the Gospel, and 
save us from being allied with Boman darkness 
and bondage. For this let the prayers of every 
true Christian ascend daily to the Throne of 
Grace, through the mediation of the One only 
Intercessor, the Lord Jesus. 

An able and acute writer in our time has 
traced the errors of Romanism to their origin 
in human nature, and we readily concede to the 
Bomanists for their religion the claim of an- 
tiquity even greater perhaps than they desire; 
the principles of their religion were established 
upon earth at the fall of our first parents. But 
the true religion of love and obedience to our 
Heavenly Father is older still, for that began on 
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earth with the creation of man; and the faith and 
the hopes of the Gospel date from the first pro- 
mise of the Bedeemer. 

The word of God says that " the just shall live 
hy faith;"* but corrupted human nature is not 
contented to do this. Men want to see their 
hope with their bodily eyes ; and while some like to 
assume authority, others like to put themselves 
under the direction of a supposed infalUble earthly 
guide. But this may not be. We cannot enroll 
ourselves under any human leader and be carried 
safely in his train to Heaven. Individually we 
shall be judged, individually we must " fight the 
good fight of faith." t 

Even in the time of the Apostles, one convert 
said, "I am of Paul;'* another, "And I of 
ApoUos ;" another, " And I of Cephas." What 
was the indignant reply of the Christian apostle ? 
** Is Christ divided ? was Paul crucified for you ? 
or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? "J 
We may. indeed, in spiritual distress and per- 
plexity ask the council of some discreet and learned 
minister of God's word, and such counsel faith* 

* Romans i. xvii. f 1 Timothy vi. 12. t 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. 
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fdlly given and honorably preserved from all 
other human ear, will justly endear the minister 
to the wounded heart. More than this may not be. 

The more truly we love our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the more shall we abhor and avoid the falsehoods 
and the munmieries of Anti-Christ. Let us be- 
ware of fixing our attention on external things ; 
let us beware that even in the observance of law- 
ful rites and ordinances, we lose not the hidden 
but living reality of which they are only the 
sign. 

We know that the dragon, that old serpent 
shall be finally overcome, and the beast destroyed 
at the brightness of the Lord's coming ; and this 
great victory, decreed by Jehovah, men can 
neither hasten nor retard ; but we may shew how 
opposed the deceivableness of Bomanism is to 
the truth of God : we may be humble instru- 
ments in turning some £rom the dominion of 
Satan to the kingdom of Christ, and thus of 
adding to the number of those who shall be 
written in the Lamb s Book of Life, and live 
with Him in the eternal city of happiness for 
ever. 
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